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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD VIA ZOOM, ON MONDAY 

12th APRIL 2021 AT 7PM. 
 
 
Present: Councillor J Dabell (Town Mayor) 

Councillor A Peacock (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Councillors Amos, J Belsey, Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Duly, Mrs 
Farren*, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Matthews, Mrs Mockford Ody, 
Osborne, Scott*, Sweatman, Visser, Whittaker and Woodgate. 
 

* = absent   
 
Others present:  Town Clerk and 2 Members of the Public  

 
Cllrs and staff were all wearing black tie or black armband  

 
 
The Town Mayor welcomed all to the meeting and asked that we all observe a 
minutes silence following the news of the passing of the Duke Of Edinburgh. The 
Town Mayor remarked on an extraordinary life in service to Queen and Country.    
 

66 PUBLIC QUESTIONS  
 
It was asked whether the Town Council would consider pedestrianisation of the High 
St in the Neighbourhood Plan review.  
 
It was asked whether the Town Carnival would consider a 2022 post Covid carnival. 
 
The Town Mayor asked that the Leader address these at agenda Item 6. 
 

 
67 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Cllr Tony Scott Sick 
Cllr Mrs Farren Away 

 
The above apologies for absence were noted   

 
 

68 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES  
 

RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes of the meeting of 25th January for 
accuracy and that the Town Mayor sign them at the next opportunity.    

 
 
69 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 

There were no new declarations 
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70 TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The Town Mayor noted that Cllrs Liz Bennett and the Town Clerk had had recent 
birthdays.  He wished Cllr John Belsey happy birthday for today and Cllr Frazer 
Visser happy birthday for Wednesday. 
  
Mayor’s engagements   

 
January 
3 Effie Visser – presentation of 100th birthday card  
22 Interview with 107 Meridian FM 

 
February 
9 SSALC Chairs Networking Forum 
10 Town Twinning Zoom Committee Meeting 
23 Photos to present cheque to Felbridge and Sunnyside CC & Ashurst Wood Junior FC 
26 Age UK East Grinstead & District AGM (via Zoom)  

 
March 
22 Laying flowers at the McIndoe Statue and Memorial Wall for National Day of 

Reflection 
24 Annual Town Meeting 

 
April 
12 Laying a wreath at Mount Noddy Memorial Wall in tribute to the Duke of Edinburgh 

 
 

71 TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
MAY DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 
The Leader advised that he had no particular matters to lay before the Council but 
did respond to the public questions saying that Pedestrianisation was originally in the 
Neighbour Plan but was taken out following consultation and a significant amount of 
local opposition, but it can be considered again via the three tiers groups and further 
discussion. 
 
A Town Carnival could be considered next year when budgets are be considered.  Of 
course it could be organised externally to the Council. 

 
72 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING 
 
 There was none 
 
 
73 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE -  MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Cllr Stephen Hillier, MSDC Cabinet Member for Economic Growth addressed the 
Council. 
 
He started by saying East Grinstead is a gem especially the retail sector.  249 retail 
outlets in the town and have been remarkably resilient during the past and hoped this 
would continue. 
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He said MSDC have a lot of ambition and punch above their weight.  The staff have 
had to deal with things during the pandemic that they never have dreamed of. 
 
National grants have been welcome and have been generous in covering costs 
incurred by businesses and County Council due to Covid.  District Councils had less 
grants and as a result there will be difficult decisions to be made on financing.  
 
He commented that EGBA has been great in promoting awareness of grants and 
helped businesses to get in touch with MSDC.  Over £60m of grants has been 
issued.  Due diligence has been done and money targeted to help where needed 
most. 
 
LEP monies, high speed broadband has been rolled out through Burgess Hill and 
Haywards Heath and hope to come to East Grinstead as well. 
 
He talked about the future of office v home working which will become a matter for 
great discussion going forward as many people like the flexibility and work life 
balance benefits it provides. 
 
As regards retail, there is a concern as to what do the public want?  Online has taken 
off dramatically, therefore it will be a huge challenge for MSDC, and the high street 
retail and leisure going forward. 
 
It will be a difficult challenge going forward. 
 
MSDC totals: 
247/362 effect on economy by Covid – which MSDC believe is pretty good. 
18k people on furlough, a large number are still at risk which remains a worry. 
Parking revenue is down over 50% which is a concern for MSDC. 
 
Permitted development: Office and shop space conversions to retail.  This is a great 
concern everywhere but has had a significant impact in Mid Sussex. 
 
He said planning strategies need to be as open as they can be.  It is essential that 
MSDC are seen as being “open for business” onward investment strategy, “great 
place, great people and great opportunity” encouraging people and business into Mid 
Sussex. 
 
Cllr Hillier would like to know about ideas directly. 
 
Questions: 
 
Q: A question was asked about the Town Centre, when was MSDC going to 

develop the Queens Road car park and can EGTC have an input on this? 
 
A: Cllr Hillier said they would involve EGTC and District councillors who 

represented East Grinstead. 
 
Q: The Committee asked if MSDC are supporting the town and encouraging 

people to shop locally.  EGTC have put money aside for the Wayfinding 
project which is going live now, and working with the likes of the Bluebell 
Railway to increase travellers and visitors into the town.  EGTC need to work 
with the District to make sure that tourism keeps building. 

 
A: Cllr Hillier said that 8.5% of all jobs in East Grinstead are tourism related but 

EG is low on leisure business (bars, cafes, etc) 
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Q: A question was asked about high speed broadband, it was commented that 
the Covid effect will push this and the fact more people are working from 
home.  It is so important that the full fibre roll out is completed.  It is a big 
mistake that Developers do not contribute in many ways especially Permitted 
Development. 

 
 It was commented that Car parks do need 2nd levels, were MSDC going to do 

this? 
 
A: Cllr Hillier said that Queens Road and Kings Street will need to be looked at 

following reviews once the Covid effect recedes. 
 

Regarding Permitted Development: he feels the Council’s pain and is hopeful 
that the Government is likely to change the non-contributions in these cases 
so that S106 payments are made... 
 
Market towns do need high quality working space and flexible working hot 
desk facilities this could be a huge benefit. 
 

Q: It was further asked about market liberalisations and what plans MSDC had 
for deregulation of licences or business taxation? 

 
A: Cllr Hillier said that most businesses left unfettered will crack on and do a 

great job.  Regulation comes in due course to those who do not positively 
contribute but cause harm.  A balance therefore has to be met. 

 
Q: It was further commented that there is an assumption that East Grinstead is a 

poor relation as MSDC have not invested here like they have in Burgess Hill 
or Haywards Heath.  The District Council could invest in East Grinstead and 
the Town Council would like to see this. 

 
A: Cllr Hillier is happy to continue these discussions and to see where MSDC 

can indeed support the town with investment.   
 
 The Town Mayor thanked Cllr Stephen Hillier for his time.     
 
 
74 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEES  

 
 Cllr Visser Proposed the Planning Minutes, thanking his committee for all of their 

work this year.  
 

Cllr Mrs Mockford proposed the Minutes of the Public Services Committee, thanking 
her committee for their participation.   
 
Cllr Peacock proposed the minutes of the Amenities & Tourism Committee and 
thanked the Committee on behalf of the Chair Cllr Mrs Farren. 

 
 Cllr Sweatman proposed the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting.  
 
 The Town Mayor thanked the Committees for all their work as it comes to the end of 

the Civic Year.  The Responsible Finance Officer and the Town Clerk have worked 
hard to review cost centres and managed to deliver a 0% change in precept. Whilst 
continuing service delivery which is a great credit...   
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 RESOLVED:   To accept the minutes and decisions therein of the below meetings: 
 

 Date Page Nos Minute Nos 
(a) Planning 06/01/2021 128-138 229-236 
(b) Planning 27/01/2021 143-147 250-256 
(c) Planning 15/02/2021 148-155 257-263 
(d) Planning 08/03/2021 156-167 264-270 
(e) Public Services 11/03/2021 168-174 271-283 
(f) Amenities & Tourism 18/03/2021 175-178 284-295 
(g) Finance & General Purposes 25/03/2021 179-180 296-306 
(h) Planning 29/03/2021 181-189 307-313 

 
 
75 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS: 
 
 RESOLVED: To authorise the seal of the exclusive rights of burial deeds: 2212, 

2213, 2214, 2215, 2216, 2217, 2218, 2219, 2220, 2221, 2222, 2223, 2224, 2225, 
2226 and 2227. 

 
 
76 COVID PANDEMIC – VIRTUAL MEETINGS 
 

It was commented that the mortality rates were very small and therefore acceptable 
staff should not be exempted for attending meetings until they have a vaccine as they 
have to accept a level of risk. 
 
The Council have the Chequer Mead Theatre freehold and therefore could use that 
to  have meetings in. 
 
It was commented that it was convenient but not necessary to carry on virtually, the 
Committees can meet and as they are reducing, why not? 
 
As only 60% of the population have been vaccinated and scientists still do not know 
enough about the virus, if we are to return to physical Council meetings we need to 
do to a larger space such as Chequer Mead  
 
Zoom meetings have been very successful and if inclement weather it would be good 
to have the option.  The Councillors and staff who are shielding relatives, it is selfish 
to return to the Council Chamber.  In addition staff should not be forced to return if 
not kept safe by their employer. 
 
These comments were echoed by a second councillor who added that elderly and 
vulnerable families and Councillors should not be put at risk.  He felt that planning 
works very well, there is no need to rush back. 
 
Cllr Amos proposed that the Council return to full Council meetings immediately.  Cllr 
Osborne seconded. A recorded vote was asked for: 
 
Recorded voted: F = For, A = Against, Ab = Abstain 
 

Cllr Dabell (Mayor) A 
Cllr Peacock (Deputy Mayor) A 
Cllr C Amos F 
Cllr J Belsey A 
Cllr M Belsey A 
Cllr Bennett A 
Cllr Duly  A 
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Cllr Favor A 
Cllr Mainstone A 
Cllr Matthews A 
Cllr Mockford A 
Cllr Ody A 
Cllr Osborne Ab 
Cllr Peacock A 
Cllr Sweatman A 
Cllr Visser A 
Cllr Woodgate A 
Cllr Whittaker A 

 
The Motion Failed  
 
Cllr Visser proposed to continue virtual meetings, until the Annual Meeting, and then 
review at that time. This was seconded  
 
It was said that if the Council continues with virtual meetings then the Councillors 
Allowance should be reduced.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Belsey to amend the motion to include “which should be 
brought forward to 5th May and to move the Planning Meeting to 10th from 12th May” 
after the words “Annual Meeting” this was seconded. 
 

RESOLVED: to amend the proposed motion to : “to continue with Virtual 
meetings until the Annual Town Council meeting, which should be brought 
forward to 5th May and to move the planning meeting to 10th May from 12th 
May, and then review at that time.” 

 
The Council then turned to the amended substantive and a recorded vote was asked 
for. 
 
Recorded voted: F = For, A = Against, Ab = Abstain 
 

Cllr Dabell (Mayor) F 
Cllr Peacock (Deputy Mayor) F 
Cllr C Amos A 
Cllr J Belsey F 
Cllr M Belsey F 
Cllr Bennett F 
Cllr Duly  F 
Cllr Favor F 
Cllr Mainstone F 
Cllr Matthews F 
Cllr Mockford F 
Cllr Ody F 
Cllr Osborne F 
Cllr Peacock F 
Cllr Sweatman F 
Cllr Visser F 
Cllr Woodgate F 
Cllr Whittaker F 

 
RESOLVED: to continue with virtual meetings until the Annual Town Council 
meeting, which should be brought forward to 5th May and to move the 
planning meeting to 10th May from 12th May, and then review at that time. 
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77 STANDING ORDER AMENDMENT 
 

RESOLVED:   To amend Standing order 18G and introduce 18F as set out in 
the papers.  

  
78 TO EXLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FOR THE NEXT ITEM,  
 

RESOLVED:  To exclude the public and press from the next item due to the 
commercial nature of the discussion.   
 
The two members of the public left the meeting.   

 
79 TO CONSIDER WHETHER AND IF SO THE LEVEL OF ANY OFFER TO BE MADE 

TO PURCHASE THE RAILWAY PATHS OWNED SECTION OF ST MARGARETS 
LOOP  

 
 The Council discussed whether to make an offer to Railway Paths Ltd, which they 

were highly in favour of. However were mindful of the liabilities on the land therefore 
how much this offer should be. Cllr Peacock gave the background to the cutting and 
the project to date since 2016. It was further mentioned that this was a long held 
aspiration going back to the mid 1990’s and was a specific policy in the 
Neighbourhood plan.   

 
 A recorded vote was called  
     

Cllr Dabell (Mayor) F 
Cllr Peacock (Deputy Mayor) F 
Cllr C Amos A 
Cllr J Belsey F 
Cllr M Belsey F 
Cllr Bennett F 
Cllr Duly  F 
Cllr Favor F 
Cllr Mainstone F 
Cllr Matthews F 
Cllr Mockford F 
Cllr Ody F 
Cllr Osborne F 
Cllr Peacock F 
Cllr Sweatman F 
Cllr Visser F 
Cllr Woodgate F 
Cllr Whittaker F 

  
RESOLVED: The Clerk was instructed to make an offer to Railway Paths, via 
our agents Bray Estates.  
 

The full details of the resolution will be referred to in a later meeting when the 
commercial negotiations are complete.  

 
The meeting was closed at 9.00pm. 

 
 

Town Mayor  


